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Critical Thinking Worksheet
“Liberty of Conscience”
1. What issue(s) are being discussed by Williams?
The issues being discussed by Williams are: Freedom of religion in the 17th century, the role of religion and government in the civil society. 
2. What are the key ideas and concepts in his letter?
In his letter, the concept of religious liberty that occurred in the colonial eras in the American history. The idea of religious freedom and its role in the civil society and its role in the western culture marking it a crucial aspect of the western constitutional culture.
3. What is Williams’s argument or what position or positions does he take?
Williams’s central argument is that of cause for conscience. Stating that through conscience medium, every individual in his own rights is permitted to communicate vehemently about spiritual matters. He says that everyone has to follow one’s sense of divine and as such there should not be incidences of persecution of conscience which he calls as "bloody tenent".  
4. What issue(s) are addressed in Amendment I?
The right of exercising the freedom of conscience is addressed in the Amendment 1. That means that the federal government cannot prevent its people from worshipping the way one wishes or establishing an official religious conviction. The religious liberty phrases are vital, however, they are dependent on both the practical and logical consequences with the rest of the freedoms as per the first 10 constitutional amendments. This is to mean that the freedoms of press, speech and religion are crucial to the republic’s ideals.            
5. What does the First Amendment say about religion in the new country, and why might the Founding Fathers have considered it important to include this?	
The first amendment in the new country guarantees religious establishment and assertion of freedom of worship. When William’s soul liberty logic was agreed upon, the religious freedom moved from being a toleration aspect to the right that an individual is entitled. According to the founding fathers, by recognizing the intimate and unique religious nature, separation of government and religion ensures that there is freedom in religious activities for all persons and beliefs. 
6. What seems to be the position of the Founding Fathers?
Founding fathers believed that every individual was expected to follow what was known as a civil code and that no religion was to be forced to anyone. They acknowledged that freedom of religion was crucial and that there shouldn’t be any religion that can dominate the other for instance forcing Christians to worship Allah.  
7. What do you know about the time, place, or circumstances that might influence what Williams put in the letter?  
What I know is that by welcoming people who were displaced, Williams simply confirmed that every individual was welcome to stay at the Rhode Island. Many of individuals such displaced individuals were religious refugees who had faced corporal punishment and persecution in England and welcoming them to Rode Island was a lifesaving mission. 
8. What might have influenced the Founding Fathers to include a statement on religion in the Bill of Rights?
In response to the America’s oppression and religious conflicts, the founding fathers came up with the first amendment with an understanding of persecution of the believers in the Europe which led to the religious wars. The first amendment was against endorsement of religion and as such it resulted into flourishing of religion since the founding of America.    
9. What metaphor is used by Williams to explain his position?   
The ship at the sea is used to represent a society whole passengers and crew on the ship represent people who subscribe to various forms of religious denomination and faiths. 
10. What is Williams trying to say?
What William is putting across in this letter is that religious persecution can no longer be tolerated. According to my understanding, he is a promoter of democracy by advocating for civil obedience. 
11. What is the amendment trying to say?
The amendment tries to prohibit the constitutional laws that sets out a common national religion that prohibits free exercise of religious activities by the citizens. Even though it also enforces “state and church separation”, it does not completely eliminate religion from public life in general as religion also plays a crucial role in the U.S politics.  
12. What do you think was meant by the words the Founding Fathers chose?
The words meant that the religion was basically a matter of one’s conscience where by it does not have to either be regulated or supported by a regime which gives an individual powers to choose where, when and how to worship. 
13. Do you agree or disagree with Williams?  
I agree with William because I believe that everyone has to follow his/her sense of divine and should be at liberty to exercise their religious activities at will. 
14. How do you interpret the amendment?
I acknowledge that freedom of religion is important and that there shouldn’t be any religion that should dominate the other. This means individual are expected to follow what was known as a civil code and that no religion was to be forced to anyone
15. What do you think about this topic today?
The topic is still relevant today because the norm of forcing religion on individuals is still practiced today. For instance the practice of Catechism by the Catholics where children get indoctrinated before they get to understand what religion is about. 
16. What is your position on this topic?  Be specific.
My position is that, citizens should exercise of religious activities at will without any external force. Everyone has to follow one’s sense of divine and as such there should not be incidences of persecution of conscience. 
17. Why do you take the position you do?  Make your case. Explain.
When people are allowed to exercise their religious activities at will, they will be able to coexist amongst one another in peace. If you force a religion on someone, he/she might revolt and cause unnecessary conflicts amongst one another.  
18. What do YOU think liberty of conscience or religious liberty or separation of church and state means—or should mean—today.  Why do you think that
It basically creates a place where by civil government permits the practice of religious activities by its citizens and at the same time the community members fully respect the government that is in place hence creating a mutual coexistence.  

